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BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACTIVITY

TOPIC/SUBJECT OF

THE ACTIVITY Annual Lecture by Prof. Roma Chatterji on ‘The Superhero Image and

Ravana Mythology’

OBJECTIVES 1. To explore the expressive potential of images in superhero comics
in order to discuss how these contribute in significant ways to the
construction of narratives in mythology.

2. To explore stereotypical representations of superheroes as reflected
through a critical reading of visual.

METHODOLOGY

Lecture (power-point presentation) followed by Q & A

INVITED SPEAKERS

WITH AFFLIATION Prof. Roma Chatterji (Retd), Department of Sociology, Delhi School of
DETAILS Economics, University of Delhi

(IF ANY)

OUTCOMES

1. Students were introduced to concepts of perspective, movement,
pictorial techniques and page layout in visual narratives.

2. The lecture enabled students to learn how to analyse the close
relationship between narrative and images and also critically
interpret the stereotypical representations of superheroes in popular
culture.
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REPORT:

The Annual Lecture of the Department of Sociology for the academic session 2022-23 took place on 13"
March 2023. Prof. Roma Chatterji (retd.) Department of Sociology, Delhi School of Economics, University
of Delhi delivered this year’s annual lecture on ‘The Superhero Image and Ravana Mythology’.

Prof Chatterji has researched and written extensively on the sociology of art, narrative theory, folklore,
illness narratives, and collective violence. She is the author of Writing Identities: Folklore and Performance
in Purulia, West Bengal (2009), Speaking with Pictures: Folk art and the narrative tradition in India (2012),
and co-author of Living with Violence: An Anthropology of Events and Everyday Life (2007). She is also
the editor of Wording the World: Veena Das and Scenes of Inheritance (2015). Her most recent publication
titled Graphic Narratives and the Mythological Imagination in India (2020), explores graphic narratives and
comics in India to demonstrate how these forms serve as sites on which myths are enacted and recast.

The event commenced with felicitating Prof. Chatterji, followed by her lecture. Exploring the relationship
between narratives and visual images, the speaker discussed how the images in superhero comics contribute
in significant ways to construct the narrative. She elaborated how pictorial technique, page layout style
along with vanishing-point perspective are all used to imply movement of the characters and scenes of
action. Building on her argument through a detailed analysis of the mini-series Ravanayan published by
Holy Cow Entertainment, Prof. Chatterji’s lecture thus involved a critical reading of the myth as represented
in the comic book, appealing to the sensibility of mature comic book readers. Her talk allowed students to be
introduced to concepts of perspective, movement, pictorial techniques and page layout in visual comic texts,
and their connection to the construction of representations of masculinity and violence in the narratives
underlying them.
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EVENT POSTER:

JIDEPARTMENT OF socioLoGgYy G2&
SRI VENKATESWARA COLLEGE
UNIVERSITY OF DELHI
Presents its

ANNUAL LECTURE
On

THE SLIPERHERO IMAGE
AND '

RAVANA MYTHOLOGY

By
ROMA CHATTER]I

FROFESSOR (RET-D?Y),
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY,
DELHI SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS,
UNIVERSITY OF DELHI

DATE - 13th MARCH, 2023 TIME - 11:45 A M. ONWARDS VENUE - T 1 (ROOM 13)

For queries, contact:

Udhey -+91 83607 22510
PROGRAMME CONVENER: DR. URMI BHATTACHARYYA Dibyasmit - +91 78947 62414

PATRON: PROF. C. SHEELA REDDY
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